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ANNA KINCAIDE Faceless Distractions
(United States, b. 1982)

The works of artist Anna Kincaide are a gateway to a world that is at once fantastical and familiar, inspired 
by fashion, photography, as well as elements of the decorative arts. Juxtaposing control and spontaneous 
disruption, Kincaide emphasizes the hidden, internal landscape of the figures she portrays. 

Over the last couple of years I have been driving my paintings in an innovative new direction. After exhaustive research and 
experimentation, I have found myself drawn to the age-old idea of portraiture, but with a twist. I am intrigued by the idea of obscuring 
the eyes of the subjects in my paintings, something I started in my early work and have continued to carry with me as I evolve. I love 
the anonymity this creates for the viewer and the subject alike. My strongest inspirations are fashion and design, so I dove into the 
idea of creating portraits of stylized women disguised by avant-garde, floral-inspired headpieces. The paintings allow me to convey 
color, texture, design and abstraction with a freedom I have never known until now. I enjoy exploring the intrigue and mystery these 
works create. Costume has the ability to be empowering and beautiful, allowing us to fantasize about becoming someone new. While 
still navigating this new direction, I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to study with Milt Kobayashi. He is an incredible 
painter as well as an inspiring teacher and mentor. It was a pivotal time for me, and I came back from my studies with him hungry to 
implement all I had learned. While challenging at first, working with Milt helped me learn to trust my instincts and push my technique 
and subject-matter further. My work now feels more intricate and full of life than it ever has. I am thrilled to see where these pieces 
will take me next.

Kincaide’s references to history and fashion are clear. In her works we are reminded of the extravagant 
heights of Marie Antoinette’s famous coiffure, which reached greater and greater heights in 18th century 
France, the iconic headdress of Egyptian queen Nefertiti, the famous French Hood of Anne Boleyn, and the 
modest Spanish style one of Catherine of Aragon. These powerful women used fashion as a political tool as 
much as to make a statement. 

While Kincaide incorporates this, and numerous other art historical and fashion references in her work such 
as fashion photography, illustration, as well as the idea of the portrait bust or silhouette, it is the defining 
separation between the body and mind that creates the central theme in her work. In short, the idea of the 
ambiguity between our physical bodies, personal identity and that private, internal space of our minds, 
which expands and unfurls like a f lower in bloom. Kincaide presents a world where dreams can become 
reality, and even surpass it.

While attending Florida State University, Kincaide’s artistic pursuits lead to a degree in interior design, 
which lead to a job at a New York fashion design agency where she spent four years sharpening her craft. 
It didn’t take long for Kincaide to boomerang back to her true passion; fine art. Kincaide received her BFA 
from Florida State University in 2006, and a few years later studied with renowned figurative painter Milt 
Kobayashi. Anna Kincaide has shown in numerous solo and two-person exhibitions in prominent galleries 
nationwide including; JoAnne Artman Gallery, Laguna Beach, CA, Gallery Orange, New Orleans, LA, Robert 
Lange Studios, Charleston, SC, and Blue Gallery, Kansas City, MO. She has been featured in numerous 
publications including American Art Collector, House and Garden, and the Italian publication, Pambianco Beauty. Her 
paintings can be found in public and private collections worldwide.

Anna Kincaide is a full-time artist, and currently lives and works in Tallahassee, Florida.
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