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Philosophy-

My philosophy on painting generally revolves around the idea that as part of the creative process, the viewer 
plays an integral role. I try to give the viewer a starting point, albeit sometimes a very detailed one. The 
work serves as a trigger. The viewer completes the narrative, one colored by his own experience. For me, 
this is the fun part about the end result of my work. At exhibition openings I may have people offer many 
interpretations of the same painting.

I have heard other artists say that they would paint even if they where a hermit or if no one was watching. 
In my approach, this just doesn’t make sense. My work is about others watching. It’s about people reflecting 
their experiences into what I have given them to start.

So examining this phenomenon, I asked myself, what is my role in all this? There is, of course, the immediate 
personal satisfaction of creating something from nothing. The craft making is a very visceral experience. 
Taking some oil, pigment and a canvas or panel and turning it into a work of art that has personal meaning 
is quite compelling. But beyond that, my goal is to create work that triggers a response.

I’ve often felt that most types of art, from music to poetry, to dance and the visual arts, are one in the same 
in the respect that they all trigger an emotional response in the viewer. However, in my opinion, this trigger 
is not unique to “art” or the creative process.

For example, consider experiencing a beautiful sunset or seeing the Sistine chapel for the first time. I contend 
that on an emotional level both of these experiences are equal. What viewing both of these examples does is 
to trigger something within us, an emotional response. I believe viewing a moving piece of art, whatever that 
is to us, must be experiential. Art should speak to that part within us, that part we all share.

Carl Jung called this part that we share the “collective unconscious”. It has been called other things in other 
traditions. The idea that people are connected by certain indefinable forces is quite profound. For me this 
concept becomes a critical part of the end result. I gain the biggest satisfaction when I see my work resonate 
with others. I strive for that universality that timelessness. I don’t always achieve it to be sure, but when I 
do, I feel connected.

So, in this sense, when someone looks at one of my paintings and adds their own interpretation, they then 
help complete the narrative. Ultimately, this completes the painting. As a result, the emotional response to 
the painting is now part of the viewer’s experience, and a new story begins.
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